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LIFEGUARDS, LAWYERS, ACCOUNTANTS, BANKERS, DOCTORS, BUSINESSMEN, ACTORS, STUDENTS, TV PRESENTERS AND PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALLERS

COMPETE TO WIN MR WORLD 2007

The World’s Finest Young Men Turn Out to Find the World’s Most Desirable Man

China’s tropical adventure paradise Sanya plays host to the finest, fittest young men from across the globe in the search to find the World’s most desirable man.  

Mr World 2007 (www.mrworld.tv) is the ultimate contest of strength, stamina and style as hot guys from each continent sweat it out on the white sandy beach, in the blue South China Sea and in the lush Chinese rainforests to win the coveted title.

Bankers, businessmen, doctors, accountants, entertainers, students and sportsmen from around the globe have arrived in China to tackle challenges that will test their physical fitness, endurance, mental agility and style to determine the World’s most desirable man in Mr World 2007.

Contestants in the hotly contested Mr World 2007 are in Sanya to compete in a three-week festival of adventure to test the character, determination and masculinity of the national titleholders.

To be in with a chance of winning the most prestigious international male title, contestants will be stretched to the limits in a series of challenges.  What makes this contest so spectacular is the range of abilities and skills on display.  These guys will be judged on strength of character, stamina and determination to succeed as much as physical appearance, style and presentation.  

Contestant profiles and a running news diary will be available on the official Mr World 2007 website (www.mrworld.tv), allowing users to follow the progress of their favourites during their stay in China.

 THE FINAL  :  A GLOBAL EVENT  :  31st MARCH 2007

For Further information:

Marcus Agar Communications 

T:  +44 (0)1293 873 646 

M: +44 (0)7900 826 483

Marcus@marcusagar.com
www.marcusagar.com
www.mrworld.tv
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CONTESTANT PROFILES

ALBANIA

Ervin Pepaj

Ervin, 20, is a medical student at the University of Tirana, with ambitions to be one of his country’s foremost dentists.  As well as being a keen swimmer and hip hop dancer, Ervin is also an avid follower of the arts and regularly takes lead acting roles with his local dramatics group.  To him, Mr World is about ‘the reflection of his personality, spirit and soul’ providing a chance to show his ‘inner beauty’.  He hopes that competing in Mr World will give him the chance to share knowledge and opinions with young men from different cultures.  Ervin speaks English, Italian and Albanian.

AUSTRALIA

Harley von Moger

Geelong’s Bachelor of the Year (2006) grew up in central Victoria and by the beach in Anglesea. He is now in his third year of his Engineering/Commerce degree at Deakin University. Harley’s ambition is to become a multi-linguist and travel the world, helping the poor and people in need. He also wants to write a book and continue to have a healthy and active lifestyle, which includes running, cycling, motorcycling, playing soccer, and rock climbing. In his free time he also likes to watch a good movie and to keep up with the latest fashion.  Harley speaks English.

AUSTRIA

Matthias Thaler

Alpine-born Matthias was a promising national champion skier until a broken back forced him to abandon his sporting career ambitions.  Since then he has chosen to hand on his skills as a ski instructor to tourists near Innsbruck, and works in a local government office.  Matthias has a love for music and has released his first CD in Austria.  Matthias speaks English, German and Italian.

BAHAMAS

Metellus Chipman

Having gained a Degree in Performance art and in Massage Therapy, Metellus works as a professional dancer and artist, specialising in painting and sculpting. He brings new life to old and discarded items through his art, and his work has been exhibited in fine galleries in The Bahamas. Metellus comes from an artistic family. His grandmother was a pioneering fire dancer and his grandfather, the legendary folk hero John ‘Chippie’ Chipman, taught Metellus to beat the goat skin drum with passion. Metellus’ ambition is to one day have his own dance academy and a facility that teaches art and massage therapy.  Metellus speaks English.

BARBADOS

Fabian McDonald

Acting, poetry and dancing are the favoured pastimes of Fabian, a joiner from Barbados.  Indeed, he is well respected at home for his published dramatic poems which have been widely performed and published in Barbados.  This is a success that Fabian credits to his parents always encouraging their two children ‘to strive for excellence’.  Fabian speaks English and Spanish.

BELGIUM

Matthew Philips

Fashion photographer Matthew developed a keen interest in the deeper meaning of life, including philosophy, spirituality and psychology, while living in different cultures in Europe and as far away as Africa and America. Besides that he is also a keen sportsman, focusing on tennis, mountain biking and all outdoor activities, as well as club dancing. His future ambition is to make it as an actor and to become a successful photographer. Matthew speaks Dutch, English, German, French and Spanish.

BOLIVIA

Julio Cesar Aguilera

After finishing his studies in Business Administration, Julio now works as a flight assistant. He enjoys singing, travelling and meeting people from different places, and can often be found playing basketball in his free time. His ambition for the future is to become a pilot and own his own plane. Julio speaks Spanish, English and Portuguese.

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA

Nebojsa Malesevic

Born in Banjaluka, Nebojsa is a second year student at the Faculty of Architecture and Civil Engineering. While studying he is also pursuing a career as a model and has also been working as an announcer on television and as a marketing manager for a radio station. A keen basketball player, he has won several state competitions. Nebojsa would like to become a successful architect and publish his own collection of poems, but above all travel the world and work with vulnerable people.

BULGARIA

Zherov Georgi

Born in the beautiful town of Sliven, Zherov is currently studying Ecology at the University of Mining and Geology, St. Ivan Rislki. Besides being a student, he is also pursuing a career in modelling, and in 2006 he won the ‘Best model of Bulgaria’ title. Zherov is a keen sports man, excelling in volleyball, basketball, fitness and swimming. On the dance floor he enjoys modern and Latin dancing, while he can often be found visiting the cinema.  Zherov speaks Bulgarian and English.

BRAZIL

Lucas Barboza Gil

Lucas combines his careers of being a model and nutritionist with helping out in a social programme, working with teenagers and single mothers in his home city. Lucas keeps himself fit by playing soccer, working out at the gym and through ju-jitsu. To relax after a busy day he enjoys listening to music and reading a good book, or dancing the hours away to House music. His special talent is dancing Forro, a specific dance style from Brazil.  Lucas speaks Portuguese.

CANADA

Darren Storsley

Darren lives just outside Vancouver, where he works as a high school teacher and motivational speaker.  Hosting his own television programme, Darren also models part-time. Darren loves travelling and can boast to have visited 25 different countries around the world. He is thrilled to be in China for the first time. Darren’s hobbies include working out, hiking, producing special events, and working on souped-up classic cars.  Darren speaks French and English.

CHILE

Patricio Laguna Gebauer

Patricio, 29, runs his own construction business in his hometown of Santiago, Chile.  He is a top model who has worked on major campaigns and has done lots of TV work in Chile.  At home his status is such that he has featured on reality TV shows as well as ‘Dancing with the Stars’.  Between the ages of ten and 19, Patricio was a teenage tennis champion who participated in numerous top tournaments.  On the dance floor, Patricio is a star performer, too, with salsa and meringue being his choice footwork.  He is close to his family and hopes to start one of his own in the near future.  Patricio speaks Spanish and English.  

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Lejun Tony Jiang

Lejun went to school in both the People’s Republic of China and Switzerland, where he completed the prestigious Ecole Hoteliere de Lausanne. After several traineeships in both countries, Lejun now works for the Naka Investment and Management Consulting firm in Shanghai. He has appeared in several TV commercials and enjoys fitness, watching movies and cooking. Lejun speaks Chinese, English and French.

COLOMBIA

Hugo Villegas

Hugo combines working as model with his studies in System Engineering. Hugo is a keen sports man, playing basket ball, karate, judo and tae kwon do. When his busy schedule allows him some free time he loves to listen to music, acting and dancing to the rhythms of latin music. His ambition is to be successful in his career and lead a healthy life.  Hugo speaks Spanish and English.

COSTA RICA

Alonso Fernandez Alvarez

Alonso, 24, is a model and assistant manager with a licence in business administration.  He has high ambitions to be an important businessman who can benefit the national economy.  He is also an enthusiastic sportsman who practices yoga and meditation, as well as gymnastics, acrobatics and swimming.  Alonso speaks Spanish, French and English.

CURACAO

Henry Romero

Customer Service Representative, Henry, enjoys excelling in all types of sports, including tae kwon do, kickboxing, football, baseball, hiking, climbing, mountain biking, running and swimming. He is equally gifted at the dance floor, where he likes to dance to the beat of hip hop, meringue, salsa, bachata, and street dance. Henry plays the piano and his ambition is to become a successful model, actor and singer. Henry speaks English, Spanish, Dutch and Papiamento.

DENMARK

Brian Nonbo

After finishing his education as an Industrial Technician, Brian travelled the world, which in his words, has helped him to become a better and more understanding person with a wider perspective on life. Brian currently works as a model and one day hopes to start his own business together with his girlfriend. He enjoys fitness, tae kwon do, and scuba diving. His motto is ‘if you have a goal, go for it one hundred per cent. Brian speaks Danish, Swedish, Norwegian, English and Serbian/Croatian.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Johaney Albor Linero

Physiotherapist Johaney dreams of being a top international model, and he likes to keep himself in top form by swimming, going to the gym and kick boxing.  Hip hop dancing also ensures he stays fit, along with his native Latin dance.  Johaney was born in Caracas, Venezuela, before returning to his parents’ home country of the Dominican Republic.  He speaks Spanish.

EGYPT

Omar Awad

Computer graphics graduate Omar, 24, was born in Cairo but raised in the US, where he developed an independence of character and appreciation of other cultures.  He looks forward to meeting more contestants from interesting countries and learning about their lives.  Omar says he loves challenges and competition – so he should settle in just fine at Mr World 2007!  He is a keen sportsman, enjoying swimming, football, basketball, volleyball and horse riding.  He’s also a mean dancer, with Arabic, Latin and hip hop being his specialities.  Omar speaks English, Arabic and French.

ENGLAND

Warren Harvey

Fitness instructor Warren definitely makes impact when he enters a room.  At 6’7” tall, body builder Warren has to have a personality to balance his scale.  When not playing one of his many sports such as basketball, golf, football, body building, wrestling or at the gym, this sports fanatic with a taste for fun can be found making his mates laugh with his impersonations of Arnold Schwarzenegger, Homer Simpson or Austin Powers!  He is in his final year of study in Business Management and hopes to follow a career in TV entertainment.  Warren speaks English.

GERMANY

Mark Wilke

Adrenalin sports are more the taste of German finance manager Mark, with bungee jumping, paragliding and motocross topping his list.  He likes all sports but has ambitions to run his own international model agency.  Mark also claims to be a dab hand at the waltz and r’n’b dancing, while his girlfriend says ‘he’s just too crazy for this world!’  Mark speaks German, Russian, English and Greek.

GREECE

Nikitas Giannakos

After finishing his bachelor degree in Business Administration at the University of London, Nikitas now works as a manager of a famous club-restaurant in Athens. In his free time Nikitas loves to swim, running, and playing basketball and volleyball. On the dance floor he enjoys freestyle and traditional dance. His life ambition is to become an international model. Nikitas speaks English and Greek.

GUADELOUPE

Siegfried Ventadour

Siegried, 22, studied economics and now works at a bank.  But his ambitions do not stop there: he longs to be Minister of Finance for Guadeloupe!  In his free time, Siegfried plays judo and football – and is national champion in both sports.  He runs his own model agency, is writing his first book, and is also a proficient pianist and Caribbean, salsa and hip hop dancer.  A busy boy, indeed.  Siegfried speaks English, French and Spanish.

HONG KONG CHINA

Francois Huynh

Twenty-one-year-old Francois is definitely an all-rounder.  He is currently pursuing an acting career, but likes to spend his limited free time with friends playing football, badminton, tennis, roller-skating, working out, going to the movies, singing or dancing.  Francois was born and raised in Paris, France, then moved to Hong Kong in 2004.  While in France, he played football at a renowned sports academy and has rubbed shoulders with some soccer greats.  Francois speaks French, Spanish, English and Putonghua.

ICELAND

Jon Gunnlaugur Viggosson

Jon, 24, was born in Reykjavik.  He comes from a family with two younger brothers and an older sister, as well as a cat and dog – so, as he says, there is never a quiet moment in his life.  Jon runs his own product importing sports products, with an online presence and a staff of six.  He recently chose to dedicate as much time as possible to a local primary school project helping children who have fallen outside of the study system.  In 1996 his family moved to Germany for four years, where Jon’s father was a professional handball coach – an experience that has given Jon a broader perspective on life.  His personal motto is: ‘Learn from the past, live in the present, and hope for the future.’  Jon speaks Icelandic, English and German.

INDIA

Kawaljit Anand Singh

Kawaljit is an Industrial Psychology graduate and has been living in Bombay for the past four years. Kawaljit has acted in numerous theatre roles and has been as a model for several high profile international brands in India and on catwalks in China. Since winning the Mr India title he has received several offers to act in Bollywood films. Kawaljit speaks Hindi, English and five other Indian languages.

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

Simon Hales

Simon, 24, is an architectural technologist with a love of sport: football, rugby, swimming and gym training topping his hit list.  Born in the green countryside of Ireland, he moved to Dublin to study.  He then took time out to travel in Thailand and Australia, before returning to complete his degree.  However, the travel bug has bitten and Simon is keen to stuff his backpack and hit the road once more before settling down to a career and family life.  Quite the sporting family, Simon’s grandfather and brother were competitive at Gaelic Football, while his sister and mother are both actively involved in horses.  Simon speaks English and Irish.

ITALY

Carlo Martellini

Twenty-four-year-old student Carlo would like to venture into fashion event management when he finishes at Lecce University.    To keep fit, Carlo enjoys tennis, football, swimming and beach volleyball.  His spare time is filled with calm, preferring to read, listen to music, watch films or cook for family and friends.  “I live my life as best I can and never permit anybody to ruin my happiness,’ said Carlo.  He also states that he faces life’s challenges with great courage, determination and humility.  Carlo speaks Italian and English.

KENYA

Gabriel Omolo Ouma

Veterinary Medicine student Gabriel enjoys reading science fiction, watching and playing football and rugby, and keeping fit at the gym. He plays the nyatiti, which is an eight-stringed plucked lyre from Kenya, and excels in traditional dance. Gabriel speak English, Kiswahili, Luo and Kish.

LATVIA

Arturs Mihailovs 

Sports therapist Arturs, 23, was Latvian champion at 400m hurdles for ten years in a row, and was first runner up at the Baltic Championships in 2003.  He runs his own house rental business in Latvia and would like to extend his market across the Baltic countries.  When not jumping over hurdles, he spends his time playing guitar or reading.  He is also a proficient at the waltz and polonaise, and enjoys going out to clubs in his home town of Riga.  Arturs speaks English, Latvian and Russian.

LEBANON

Anthony El Hakim

Night club owner Anthony, 24, graduated with a degree in Business Administration and is currently studying for his Masters.  Since winning his national title, Anthony says he has been most fulfilled when working with children and young people affected by cancer.  “With just a little help, we could brighten their day and also help their parents get the best medical care,’ said Anthony.  He hopes that should he win the title of Mr World, he would be able to build on the care he has shown to the children of Lebanon to help others around the world.  He has also worked successfully as a model, with clients including Dolce & Gabbana, Nokia and Rayban.  Anthony speaks English, French and Arabic.

LIBERIA

Emmet Massaquoi

Emmet, 32, is a talented singer and pianist, and loves listening to gospel music.  Emmet is a practitioner of shotokan karate, and is a keen bodybuilder and weight lifter.  Indeed, he has won the national championship in bench pressing in light, middle and heavy weight.  He is president of the Liberia National Weightlifting and Bodybuilding Federation.  Emmet studies at the University of Liberia in Monrovia.  Emmet speaks English.

LITHUANIA

Gintaras Kuculis

Gintaras, 25, was born in the small but beautiful town of Punskas.  He is a student of the English language and is usage – a love that stems from his belief that English “can open doors to the big world”.  His main love is basketball, and he is an enthusiastic supporter of the national Lithuanian team.  In 1998 he represented his country at the international basketball youth championships in Sweden, and has been a regular visitor to his local gym ever since, believing that healthy living and good looks are key exponents in life.  Gintaras is also a keen accordion player and likes to waltz.  Gintaras speaks Lithuanian, English, Polish and Russian.

MACEDONIA FYRO


Gjorgi Filipov

Civil engineering student Gjorgi loves music and is an avid collector of CDs.  He puts his passion to good use as a DJ at clubs in his university town of Skopje.  When not playing music, he also likes to practice his skill for traditional Macedonian dance.  For sports, Gjorgi enjoys a game of basketball with friends, and can also be found in the swimming pool or at the gym.  Gjorgi dreams of travelling the world and hopes that by entering Mr World he will encounter many interesting cultures.  Gjorgi speaks Macedonian, Bulgarian, Serbian and English.

MALTA

David Camenzuli

Twenty-one-year-old professional footballer David is a master of languages, coming from a family with a Maltese father and Swedish mother.  He is proficient in Maltese, English, Italian, Swedish and French – all of which have come in handy in his twin careers as a footballer and model.  He studied in Australia before joining Italian Serie A soccer club AC Sampdoria, forcing him to move to Italy for four years from the age of 15 to play professional football at the highest level. He has also represented his country at international football tournaments.  His stated ambition is to become a supermodel.  In quieter moments he likes to read or listen to music.  David speaks Maltese, English, Italian, Swedish and French.

MEXICO

Jorge Accues

Coming from a family of seven brothers, high school student Jorge knows how to stand out in a crowd.  He is immensely proud to represent Mexico at Mr World and hopes to share some of his country’s culture with the other contestants.  He believes that the spiritual life is just as important as physical appearance and has always placed emphasis on his studies.  “I want to have an integrated life and become a great father,’ he said.  He loves his country so much he wants to travel it widely so that he can learn more about his land and its people.  Jorge also loves playing football with his friends.  Jorge speaks Spanish and English.

THE NETHERLANDS

Quintin Colicchia

Actor, singer and model Quintin has played in several musicals in the Netherlands, including Les Miserables, Jesus Christ Superstar, the Witches of Eastwick and the Scarlet Pimpernel. He also played a part in one of the most popular Dutch soaps and has appeared in several TV commercials. Currently working on a children’s book about two little clouds, one of Quintin’s dreams is to see his own book in a bookstore.  His other hobbies include horse riding, playing soccer, fencing, and… music, music, music.  Quintin speaks Dutch, Italian and English.

NIGERIA

Bryan Ikenna Okwara

Bryan is a TV presenter with lofty ambitions.  He is currently studying for a degree in International Relations at Lagos University and wants to put it to good use by fronting an organisation that aids international stability.  His hobbies include hip hop and salsa dancing, and he once formed a youth dance group with his brother called ‘Sons of Liberty’.  He still dances at a Gospel dance centre, and enjoys cooking for friends and travelling.  He is also an enthusiastic weight trainer, runner and swimmer.  He is a successful model in Nigeria, having started his career aged 21, when he appeared on a calendar.  Bryan speaks English and Igbo.

NORTHERN IRELAND

Ross Louder

Ross works as an air steward for an international airline, meaning he is used to international travel and a busy schedule that comes with a title such as Mr World.  He hopes to take his pilot’s licence soon.  Through his work with the airline, Ross has been working with children in poverty stricken areas of 

the Republic of South Africa, rebuilding schools and helping in local communities.  Aside from that, Ross has several years of experience as a male model in Northern Ireland.  He is a sports all-rounder, but especially loves water sports and rock climbing.  Ross speaks English and Danish.

NORWAY

Silvert Aassve

At 19, Silvert lives in Oslo and has a life many teenagers might aspire to lead.  He works as a social worker in his local community, providing care and activities to people in need of a little extra support in life.  He dreams of turning this work into a long-time career of helping care for people.  In his spare time, Silvert enjoys motor sports, diving, tennis and climbing in the beautiful Norwegian countryside, while his other main passion is restoring a spectacular 1971 Jaguar XJ6.  Silvert speaks Norwegian and English.

PANAMA

Diego Alejandro Cedario
Diego, 27, has always been an outdoors person, enjoying sports and natural pursuits from an early age.  Football has always been his main sport, even being selected to represent his country as goalie in the under-16s national side.  Sadly, an injury prevented his dream of becoming a professional footballer but soccer remains one of his main passions to this day.  After three years of inactivity due to that injury, he found release and renewed focus in modelling.  He joined a gym, built a commendable physique, and won various modelling jobs.  His dream now is to win Mr World, meet interesting people from many cultures, and travel the world doing worthwhile work for those less fortunate.  He then wishes to move to Hong Kong and open a real estate firm before starting a family.  Diego speaks English, Spanish, Portuguese and Greek.

POLAND

Daniel Madej

Polish lifeguard Daniel, 25, loves anything to do with the outdoor lifestyle.  He likes nothing more than to swim, dive or train at the gym – unless it’s a game of soccer or basketball, of course.  His introduction to modelling came at the age of 18, when he won a local contest.  He then moved to Warsaw University to study History of Art, continuing his career in modelling all the time.  He is currently studying Computer Science and Management.  Daniel also describes himself as ‘a typical male’, confessing a love of cars and bikes.  But Daniel has a softer side as a talented singer, dancer and actor, and likes to entertain friends and family with his renditions.  Daniel speaks Polish and English.

PHILIPPINES

Emanuel Mago

Born into a large family with nine siblings, Emanuel learned early on that you have to learn to stand on your own two feet to be successful in life. Starting to play basketball while at secondary school, he became a varsity player at high school and competed in the National Games and other commercial leagues, earning him the title of Athlete of the Year. Emanuel is immensely proud to be able to represent his country at the Mr. World competition and wants to show the world the wonderful traits and talents of Filipinos. Emanuel speaks Tagalog, Bicol and English.

PUERTO RICO

Romeo Quinonez 

Twenty five-year-old Romeo from Salinas has achieved recognition for his sports achievements and beauty throughout his life. Having won gold in javelin representing his country at the Central American Games, he also has an excellent track record in weight lifting. After obtaining a bachelor’s degree in Management in 2003, Emanuel quickly landed the Mr. World Puerto Rico title. He has dedicated himself to working with young people with emotional distress and low self esteem, giving them incentives through sports training. His ambition is to become a professional coach and a successful business man. Romeo speaks Spanish and English. 

ROMANIA

Razvan Constantin Dobre

Razvan, 26, works as a fitness instructor in Bucharest.  His ambition is one day to become a therapist. In his free time Razvan loves reading, skiing, swimming, driving and dancing to the Latin rhythms, but he can also regularly be found playing football and working out in the gym. Razvan speaks Romanian and English. 

RUSSIA

Roman Demchenko

Roman graduated from the Moscow Institute of Culture and is developing a thriving career as a model, including many appearances in magazines.  Roman is also great in front of the film camera and has featured in a music video alongside Russian pop star Alsu.  He is a professional American football player.  Roman speaks Russian.

SINGAPORE

Kee Reuben

Musical composer Kee is a talented musician who loves to entertain with his own piano creations.  He was President of the Piano Ensemble at Polyechnic, where he created the original score to a new musical.  Since then he has ventured into composing for orchestra, electronic, rock, jazz, hip hop, techno and many other genres.  Sport is a big part of his life, too, with his special interests being sprint kayaking and the Asian sport of dragon boat racing.  He was part of the Singapore Army’s Dragon Boat racing team during national service and he still swims competitively.  At weekends he teaches disabled children to swim and works in health therapy.  “I am a leader and I hope to set a positive example for young people to have the courage to achieve their dreams,’ he said.  Kee speaks English and Chinese. 

SPAIN

Juan Francisco Garcia Postigo

Twenty-five-year-old Juan is a well travelled young man.  Belgium, Egypt, England, France, Italy, Malta, The Netherlands, Puerto Rico, Switzerland and Italy have all welcomed Juan on holidays and in his work as a model, actor and event host.  His hobbies include fishing, football, water skiing and cooking.  Juan currently studies Dramatic Arts, and his future ambition. He has already appeared in numerous commercials and even as an extra in several TV series.  Juan speaks Spanish, Italian and English.

SOUTH AFRICA

Dieter Voigt

Dieter works a sports coach and model and has been based at a primary school for seven years. Born and bred in Mossel Bay, Dieter excelled at school, though preferred to be on the sports fields playing athletics, running and hurdles. Dieter believes that the youth of South Africa holds the key to the future, and that he is part of a new generation that can change the future in a positive way.  Dieter speaks Afrikaans and English.

SRI LANKA

Shibani Shaban Basiron

Latin dancer and singer Shibani is not shy when it comes to his ambitions.  After studying Business Administration in London, he intends to become a corporate lawyer, successful businessman and male supermodel.  He is also quite the track and field athlete, with hobbies including basketball, cricket, shot putt, discus and javelin, as well the 100m sprint.  When not doing sports, Shibani enjoys Latin American dancing, singing and reading health and fitness books, and admiring nature.  He also gives up his time to work on a project helping children affected by cancer.  Shibani speaks English and Sinhala.

TURKEY

Ertem Eser

Ertem is studying a Major in Accounting at MUGLA University and works as a professional model. He loves the cinema and reading a good book, playing soccer and running. His future ambition is to become a successful actor.  Ertem speaks Turkish, English and Kurdish.

UKRAINE

Ieveen Dudin 

Ieveen, 25, was born in Sebastopol in the Crimea, surrounded by the beautiful Black Sea and its stunning natural landscape.  Memories of his time in that idyllic resort area remain with him, now that he lives in the country’s capital of Kiev.  Dancing and sport take up Ieveen’s spare time, with Thai boxing his sport of choice.  The regime associated with that ensures he remains lean and fit with enviable agility and mental focus.  Unsurprisingly, Ieveen’s stated ambition is to win Mr World!  Ieveen speaks Ukranian and English.

UNITED STATES

Travis Alexander Kraft

Travis,27, is an established model who has appeared in major brand campaigns in some of the world’s top fashion magazines such as Cosmopolitan, Style and Women’s Journal.  He is a three-times wrestling champion of North Dakota and also United States national champion.  Travis works as a model and TV actor in the US and Asia, where he is known as ‘billboard king of Asia’ for his prolific poster campaigns.  Travis has travelled widely, in particular the Philippines, Korea, Thailand, Japan and Mexico.  He speaks English and Filipino.

VENEZUELA

Vito Gasparrini Dominguez

Experienced international model Vito, 27, is a keen motorcyclist and likes nothing better than riding along the coast roads of Venezuela.  At 12 he won the national Venezuelan championships in cross country cycling and now regularly enjoys mountain biking.  He also loves meeting people and learning about different cultures when he goes abroad on modelling jobs – so being a contestant in Mr World should tick all the boxes for Vito!  When not working, 

he listens to music, and has been known to take to the dance floor to show off a few Latin dance moves.  Vito has a degree in marketing but his dream is to become an actor in movies.  Vito considers himself quite the romantic and confesses to being very absent minded when in love – once leaving the house without a shirt!  Vito speaks Spanish and English.

VIETNAM

Ho Duo Vinh

Born and bred in the capital of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh City, Ho describes his country as peaceful and friendly with an historic charm. After becoming third in the National Supermodel Contest at the age of 19, Ho decided to make a career in fashion modelling. His ambition is to become a film star and a successful business man. He would love to get the chance to travel the world and find out about different cultures and peoples, and share the traditional Vietnamese culture with people all over the world. In his free time, Ho likes to swim, play football, go water skiing, and play chess.  Ho speaks Vietnamese and English.

WALES

Leigh Brookman

Leigh, 23, lives in Pontypridd, although he has travelled widely in the United States and Europe.  He is in his final year of study in architecture and works as a trainee designer for a large house building company.  He loves most sports, especially water sports, tennis, volleyball and rugby, and can be found spending much of his free time in the gym.  Leigh speaks English and some Welsh.
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Note to Editors:

MR WORLD 2007 (www.mrworld.tv) will be produced by the Miss World Organisation.  THE MISS WORLD ORGANISATION owns and manages Mr World, as well as the annual Miss World Finals, a contest that has grown into one of the World’s biggest and most loved events.  Since its launch in 1951, the Miss World Organisation has raised more than $500m for children’s charities.  Miss World is franchised in more than 140 countries and commands the World’s largest annual live TV audience.  
Marcus Agar Communications Ltd.  19 Laud Drive, Maidenbower, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 7WP. 
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